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URBAN DESIGN CRITERIA  I  PART TWO AESTHETIC ELEMENTS  I  COMMUNITY FENCING AND RAILING

Arterial Street Railing – Elevation

Bicycle Path Railing – Elevation Bicycle Path Railing – Section

Arterial Street Railing – Section

ARTERIAL STREET AND BICYCLE PATH RAILINGS

Aesthetic Goals 
Pedestrian railings contribute to aesthetic continuity throughout the project 
corridor. 

Performance Requirements
Railings and barriers shall be placed at elevation changes and steep • 
grades in publicly-accessible areas, such as along paths and trails and 
at highway separations, to prevent vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian 
conflicts, and increase public safety.
Railings and barriers should be selected and located to avoid creating • 
hazards for users, such as bicyclists (e.g. catching handlebars in railing) 
and pedestrians (e.g. wide railings that allow insertion of head).

Design Criteria
Total railing and barrier height from path and trail grade to top of • 
railing shall meet standard minimum requirements for bicycle railing 
along the Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Path.
Railing shall be aluminum and powder coated to match WSDOT • 
standard Cascade Green color. 
Base plate should encase all anchor bolts for railings.• 
Railing shall be installed along segments of path or trail where side • 
slopes are greater than 3H to 1V for 5 horizontal feet falling away 
from the path or trail.
Railing construction criteria shall meet requirements in Section • 
2.13.4.2.18 Structural Railing Criteria in the Design-Build RFP.

Cross References
Roadside Wall Treatments: pp. 12-23 
Corridor Color: p. 42
Path and Trail Layout and Grading: p. 46
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1. Inside dike perimeter channel will be filled.
2. LWD materials will be installed and anchored in tidal plains to increase habitat quality.
3. The combined area of the channels (A through E, and G) and the Tide Flat Creation
     comprise the aquatic mitigation area.

Notes

Reconnect Tidal Channel/Stream
(Minimal Excavation)

Reconnect Tidal Channel 
(Minimal Excavation)
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Tide Flat Re-establishment
(Excavation)

Tidal Channel

Wetland Mitigation Area

Tidal Channel

Upland Shrub
(Retain Dike)

150-foot Buffer

G
rass

Creek

Channel B

Channel F

Channel G

Ch
an

ne
l D

Channel C

Channel A

0 200

SCALE IN FEET

Figure 6-8
Conceptual Mitigation Plan
at the Grass Creek Mitigation Site

Pontoon Construction Project    

Tidal Flat Re-establishment
Tidal Channel and Edge
Habitat Re-establishment
Estuarine Wetland Restoration
Estuarine Wetland Rehabilitation
Estuarine/Palustrine Emergent
Transitional Habitat Rehabilitation

Palustrine Wetland Enhancement
Estuarine Wetland Preservation
Preservation of Naturally
Rehabilitating Estuarine Area
Upland Remaining

Regulatory Buffers
Dike Removal

Pontoon Construction Project
Wetland Mitigation Area
Site Boundary

Construction Access Point

Permanent Access Road
Large Woody Debris (LWD)

Mitigation for Pontoon Construction Project 

Mitigation Type
Mitigation Type 

Wetland Aquatic 

Tidal Flat Re-establishment - .62 

Tidal Channel and Edge Habitat 
Re-establishment - 4.13 

Estuarine Wetland Rehabilitation 4.82 -

Total  4.82 4.75 

ENGINEERING   PLANNING  ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

Parametrix
OUT / in / FRONT
landscape leadingThe Landscape Architecture Professional Advisory Council (PAC) 
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Seattle Community Design Process involves communities and agencies in non-motorized planning for safe, connected, and comfortable places

SR 520 Multimodal Corridorultimodal Corridor

SR 520 Habitat Restoration

Design guidelines provide framework for 
developing local and regional trails

Design and implementation creates healthy stream 
habitat and human access to nearby nature

Grass Creek mitigation site restores historic estuary function and reconnects critical fish habitat

Innovative construction methods 
protect fragile ecological and 
archaeological resources

Diverse native plantings are 
monitored for 10 years to ensure 
success and lessons learned

PROJECT GOALS
Restore ecological function 
through interdisciplinary 
design leadership in a complex 
estuarine environment.

PROJECT GOALS
Improve the capacity to move 
people and goods in the SR 520 
corridor using multimodal and 
sustainable strategies to 
enhance safety, efficiency and 
comfort for all users.
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Points Loops Trail, a favorite community 
pedestrian path, with major improvements
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1a

2

1b 1c

2b 2d

2a

2c

1

Analysis of habitat goals, estuarine processes 
and historic footprints provides baseline for 
decisionmaking in Grass Creek watershed

Biodegradable erosion control 
provides “scaffold” for new plants 
to establish in saline conditions 
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